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A SPICY CORRESPONDENCE. 
Communicated by Judge L. H. Jones, Louisville, Kentucky. 

The following lively interchange of notes occurred between 
Sir Marmaduke Beckwith, 1 and Col Thos. Jones, 2 clerk of 
Northumberland county. The original papers are endorsed : 

"Sr. Marmadukes Memo. & my Letter to him — 
Apl. 5th 1766." 

Sir Marmaduke's letter : 

"Mr. Eskridge informs me that you refuse to issue an 
Ex'on agst: Collo. Thornston's 3 body it being contrary to law. 
* * * I should be mightily obliged to you, if you would give 
Mr. Eskridge a mem'd. where I shall find that law, for I have 
got all the laws in Virg'a thats in force. * * * The Gen'll 
Court Law made in 1753 Section 14 concerning a Councillor does 
not I think warrant you for refusing an Exo. * * * It 
would be highly proper if there be a law that a councillors body 
shall not be taken in Exo. for a just debt, that every body should 
know it, for I don't know who would lend money for perhaps 
their Estates may either be Entail'd or mortgaged. * * * 



1 Sir Marmaduke Beckwith was the son of Sir Roger Beckwith, of 
England, and settled in Richmond County, of which he was clerk from 
1708 to 1748. 

2 Col. Thomas Jones was a grandson of Captain Roger Jones, 
who came to Virginia with Lord Culpeper in 1680 and had command 
of a sloop of war to suppress unlawful trading in James River. Col. Jones 
was horn Dec. 25, 1726, was clerk of Northumberland Co. from 1740 
to 1778, after which time he removed to his seat "Spring Garden," 
near New Castle, Hanover Co., where he died in 1785-1786. He mar- 
ried Sally, daughter of James Skelton and his wife Jane Meriwether. 
This Jones family is particularly distinguished for the great number 
of eminent men it furnished to Virginia, Kentucky, and the Union at 
large. 

3 Col. Presley Thornton is meant, who lived at "Northumberland 
House," in Northumberland Co. He was born in 1722 and died 
Dec. 8, 1769, being made a member of the Council in 1760. (See last 
number, p. 185.) 
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I desire you will give Mr. Eskridge an Exo. agst: Collo. 
Thornton's Estate returnable to September Court, also a copy of 
the Collos. list of Tythables, for the Sheriff's better Direction. 

I think it's too low for a Councellor, that owes a man a Just 
Debt, to declare publickly that he will keep him out of it, as long 
as he can, and not give a good reason for it. * * * But noe 
matter, according to the old proverb — The More months, the 
more 40 s. 

I should be very glad that every man in Northumberland 
County should see this Letter. * * * 
I am 

Your most humble Serv't 

M: Beckwith 

last July 1765" 

"memd. for Mr. Eskridge to goe to Northumberland Office 
and get a copy of my Exo. agst : Collo. Thornton Estate, also a 
copy the sheriffs return, also a copy of the bond, where Collo. 
Thornton & his Securitys obliges themselves to pay the money in 
three months. * * * I design to put it in the Gazette, to 
let every body know by what Authority, the Clk of Northumber- 
land Court refused me an Exo. against Collo. Thornton's 
body. * * * 

M: B 
R: C. 17th: March 1766." 

Col. Thos. Jones' Reply. 
"Sr. 

I have sent you a copy of your Execution against Colo. 
Presly Thornton, together with his Bond, and the Sheriffs re- 
turn; as to your putting it in the Gazette, (as you express your- 
self) you are extremely welcome, the Clerk of Northumberland's 
Action, dares stand the Scrutiny of the ill natured ignorant 
Vulgar. Lest you should not have reserved a Copy, of your 
Curious, & Genteel Memorandum to me, I have sent you one. 
* * * Vizt. Mem'd for Mr. Eskridge &c. 
I am Yr. Servant 

Thos. Jones" 



